
W S D C  2018 

N E W S L E T T E R  N O  2

Z AG R E B,  C R OAT I A



2W S D C  2 0 1 8

W S D C  2 0 1 8  N e w s l e t t e r  n o .  2    A p r i l  2 0 1 8

Dear WSDC community, 

Hope you are all doing well and getting excited about this year’s World Schools Debating Champi-
onship. After 74 nations registered initially, we’re still in contact with 70 nations planning  to attend 
WSDC this year. 

This newsletter contains important reminders concerning Stage 2 registration (open until May 20th) 
and some new information. For more on WSDC 2018, please visit our website which is updated regu-
larly. If you have any questions, we kindly ask you to contact us at wsdc2018@hdd.hr or our Facebook 
page. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Zagreb,
Anastazija, Bojana & Bojan
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IMPORTANT:
You need to start your visa process 
by June 1st. We can’t help you if you 
start with the process too late. 

IF YOU’RE ATTENDING ANY EURO-
PEAN TOURNAMENTS IMMEDI-
ATELY BEFORE WSDC 2018, please 
bear in mind that you can only 
enter Croatia two or multiple entry 
Schengen visas or a Croatian visa. 
Single entry Schengen visa is not 
valid!

Stage 2 will close on May 20th. 
As announced previously, all addi-
tional information on delegates 
required during Stage 2 can only be 
submitted through our online regis-
tration system. If you want to remove 
or add any of your delegates from 
your registration, please contact us at 
wsdc2018@hdd.hr . 

If you’re experiencing any issues 
with the registration system, please 
contact us at wsdc2018@hdd.hr 
as well – we’d be happy to help. As 
the tournament draws closer, we’re 
getting more and more questions 
and requests regarding delegation 
changes and the like. Given that 
we’re currently communicating 
with 70 delegations consisting of 
nearly 600 participants, please use 
the aforementioned official instead 
of personal channels to communi-
cate any requests or issues.

When making a payment to Croatian 
Debate Society, please make sure you 
mention your nation in the payment 
description. Even though “Guess that 
source of payment” is becoming a 
very popular game at our office, we 
also appreciate being able to identify 
your payments correctly.
Once you make your first, second 
or one-time payment, please make 
sure you upload a proof of payment 
through your registration account. 

Regarding visas Croatian Ministry of 
Foreign and European Affairs was kind 
enough to issue a document outlining 
the visa procedure for World Schools 
Debating Championship 2018 partici-
pants. The document is available for 
download here. Please read it care-
fully and contact us at wsdc2018@
hdd.hr if you need any help. We’ll do 
our best to make the visa process as 
hassle-free as possible for you (within 
the confines of Croatian and EU law).

It’s important to note that, apart from 
Embassies, visa applications can also 
be submitted at VFS Visa Application 
Centers, the list of which is available 
here.

As explained in the document, partici-
pants without an Embassy/ visa center 
in their area will have to contact the 
nearest Croatian Embassy regarding 
their online visa application. Once 
issued, visas can be collected at 
any Croatian Embassy, in which 
case you’re obliged to inform the 
Embassy about your intention to 
collect visas there. The Ministry 
informed us most applicants without 
an Embassy/ visa center in their area 
opt for picking their visas up in either 
Doha, Qatar or Istanbul, Turkey when 
flying through (with Istanbul being 
the most popular choice since Turkey 
issues e-visas for a number of coun-
tries). Please bear in mind that vison 

arrival are usually not granted and 
picking visas up requires personal 
appearance at the Embassy you 
choose to pick up visas from if not 
instructed otherwise during your 
application process due to EU 
regulation.

Visa guarantee letters by Croatian 
Debate Society (WSDC 2018 organ-
izer) are generated through our 
online registration system. Once you 
log into your account, you’ll be able 
to generate one through the “Visa 
guarantee letter” tab on the left. Visa 
guarantee letter generator will only 
show delegates you indicated need a 
visa, so make sure your delegate info 
reflects that (delegate info can still be 
edited through the “Delegates” tab).

R E G I S T R AT I O N  R E M I N D E R
  IMPORTANT REMINDERS                                  
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Adjudicators

First of all, we’d like to thank all 
adjudicators registered to partici-
pate at WSDC 2018 for volunteering 
their time and expertise to make 
the tournament happen. 

At this point in time before the Cham-
pionship starts, we need all adjudica-
tors to fill out the following adjudi-
cator form for our CAP by May 30th.  

We kindly ask all team managers to 
make sure their adjudicators get the 
link.

Information about our CAs and CAP is 
available on our website.

Tournament

As you probably already know, WSDC 
2018 will be paired according to the 
newly adopted power pairing rules. 
WSDC 2018 tab will be run by Luka 
Baković, Aljoša Polšak and Martin 
Rosenzweig. 

Rounds 1, 2, 5 and 6 will be prepared,  
while rounds 3, 4, 7 and 8 will be 
impromptu rounds. First two rounds 
will be seeded and sides will be 
known in advance. Sides for prepared 
motions for rounds 5 and 6 will be 
announced after round 4. Our motion 
committee is working diligently and is 
on schedule to announce the motions 

in the following weeks.

Extra nights

We’ve been getting requests for extra 
nights of accommodation at Hotel 
Panorama/ Hostel Moving for those 
of you arriving early or staying late. If 
you want us to arrange for additional 
nights of accommodation before or 
after the tournament, please send us 
an email at wsdc2018@hdd.hr. 

All WSDC 2018 participants  are 
accommodated under subsidised  
accommodation rates for the duration 
of the tournament, which is why we 
cannot offer the same rates per night 
for extra accommodation.

An extra night with breakfast is 60€ 
per person at Hotel Panorama and 35€ 
per person at Hostel Moving (please 
note that Hostel does not offer dinner 
meals outside of tournament dates). 
Extra nights are subject to availability. 

You can find a list of other accommo-
dation options we recommend on our 
website. We’ve been hosting Winter 
Holidays Open, Europe’s largest WS 
tournament, for 5 years now and the 
options we’re recommending are 
exclusively those we used for the 
tournament previously, liked working 
with and got positive feedback from 
WHO participants. 

Daytrip options

The application deadline for day 
trips is May 30th. Daytrips are not 
mandatory. You can apply your dele-
gates for daytrips through the online 
registration system (it is possible to 
register members of the same dele-
gation for different daytrip options). 
Once you do, you can generate a 
daytrip invoice. Please make sure you 
cover the daytrip fees together with 
the rest of your WSDC 2018 registra-
tion fee. If you already covered the 
full registration fee, you can cover the 
daytrip fees on arrival. Please bear in 
mind that there will be no refunds 
for cancellations made after May 
30th. More on daytrips can be found 
on page 7.

Further WSDC 2018 questions?

Please use wsdc2018@hdd.hr to 
contact su or go through our Facebook 
page, we’re here to help in any way 
we can. Again, as the tournament 
draws closer, we’re getting more 
and more questions and requests 
regarding delegation changes and 
the like.  Given that we’re currently 
communicating with 70 delegations 
consisting of nearly 600 participants, 
please use the aformentioned official 
channels to communicate any 
requests with us as contacting us 
through various channels personally 
is getting difficult to follow. 

A  F E W  U P DAT E S
  UPDATES AND IMPORTANT INFO                                  
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W S D C  2018 PA R T I C I PA N T S

Delegations that have 
completed Stage 1:

1. Argentina
2. Armenia
3. Australia
4. Austria
5. Bangladesh
6. Bermuda
7. Bulgaria
8. Canada
9. Chile
10. China
11. Croatia
12. Czech Republic
13. Denmark
14. England
15. Estonia
16. Germany
17. Greece
18. Hong Kong
19. India
20. Indonesia
21. Israel
22. Italy
23. Japan
24. Korea
25. Kuwait
26. Latvia
27. Lithuania
28. Mexico
29. Mongolia
30. Netherlands
31. New Zealand
32. Nigeria
33. Northern Ireland
34. Pakistan
35. Philippines
36. Qatar
37. Romania
38. Rwanda
39. Scotland
40. Singapore
41. Slovakia
42. Slovenia
43. South Africa
44. Sri Lanka
45. Switzerland
46. Taiwan
47. Thailand
48. USA
49. United Arab Emirates
50. Vietnam
51. Wales



6W S D C  2 0 1 8

W S D C  2 0 1 8  N e w s l e t t e r  n o .  2    A p r i l  2 0 1 8

W S D C  2018 PA R T I C I PA N T S

Delegations with 
their Stage 1 status 
still pending:

1. Bosnia & 
Herzegovina

2. Botswana
3. Ghana
4. Hungary
5. Ireland
6. Malaysia
7. Namibia
8. Nepal
9. Papua New Guinea
10. Peru
11. Poland
12. Russia
13. Serbia
14. Sweden
15. Tanzania
16. Tunisia
17. Turkey
18. Uganda
19. Zimbabwe
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PLITVICE LAKES NATIONAL PARK is located in the region of Lika, on the southern slopes of 
Mala Kapela, 100 km from Zagreb. It is Croatia’s most beautiful and most visited National Park, encom-
passing the mountainous region’s 16 blue-green lakes. Waters flowing over the limestone and chalk 
have, over thousands of years, deposited travertine barriers, creating natural dams which in turn have 
created a series of beautiful lakes, caves and waterfalls. These geological processes continue today. The 
forests in the park are home to bears, wolves and many rare bird species. Plitvice Lakes are a UNESCO 
Would Heritage Site. Think Rivendell come to life. 

TOUR PROGRAMME:
Meeting and departure is in front of the Panorama hotel at 8:00 AM. Following is a pleasant ride through 
Karlovac to the National Park, with short stops to rest. Arrival at the Plitvice Lakes National Park is ex-
pected at around 11:00 AM, followed by a sightseeing tour of the natural beauty until 2:00 PM. The tour 
also includes a ride in an eco-friendly train and a boat ride across the Kozjak Lake. The boat ride lasts 
about half an hour and follows the same schedule as the train, departing approximately every 20 min-
utes. The Park also has several souvenir shops, stores and cafés for those in need of refreshment while 
enjoying nature’s beauty and the calming splashing of the cascades. The tour is followed by a bus ride to 
the restaurant “Borje”. 

Departure for Zagreb will be at 4:30 PM, and arrival back to the hotel is expected between 7:00 and 8:00 
PM.

PRICE PER PERSON IS 55 €

DAY T R I P S  O N  J U LY  21 S T
      D                               
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THE KRAPINA NEANDERTHAL MUSEUM AND “GRGOS CAVE” -  Today, Krapina is the 
cultural, political and administrative center of the Krapina-Zagorje County. It is located next to the small 
river Krapinčica, after which the city got its name. With the Krapina Neanderthal Site being among the 
most significant ones in Europe, Hušnjakovo was included on the list of Europe’s most populous cave-
man sites. The Museum, which opened its doors in 2010, presents the mysterious course of human evo-
lution in an interesting way.  

“Grgos cave” is the most beautiful cave in this part of Croatia; it was declared a precious geomorphologi-
cal monument of nature in 1974. It remained hidden until 1973, when Josip Grgos discovered a large 
cave with two spacious halls filled with flowstones of different sizes (which grow by 1 mm over the 
course of 30 years!) and remarkable shapes.  The cave is furnished with corridors, footpaths and lighting, 
and is open for visitors who truly wish to enjoy its beauties. In 2007, a new cave was discovered, which 
contained three 130 m long halls. 

TOUR PROGRAMME:
Meeting and departure is in front of the Panorama hotel at 10:00 AM. Following is a pleasant ride to 
Krapina. A tour of the Krapina Neanderthal Museum at 11:00 AM with audio-guides available in 8 lan-
guages (Croatian, Slovenian, English, German, French, Italian, Hungarian and Czech). The tour starts off 
with a 16-minute-long movie about the life of the Krapina Neanderthal, followed by a trip to the past 
with the audio-guides, which provide a unique experience. The tour is followed by a trip to Samobor and 
“Grgos cave”. The cave’s countless stalactites developed drop by drop over the course of thousands of 
years, and are a breathtaking sight, to be sure. The tour of the cave is followed by lunch at around 3:00 
PM in the restaurant “Gostionica kod špilje,” which boasts a wide variety of autochthonous meals pre-
pared with local ingredients. Departure to Zagreb will be at 4:30 PM, arrival is expected at around 5:00 
PM.  
Departure for Zagreb will be at 4:30 PM, and arrival back to the hotel is expected between 7:00 and 8:00 
PM.

PRICE PER PERSON IS 50 €
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VARAŽDIN AND TRAKOŠĆAN CASTLES Old Town Varaždin is a beautiful feudal fortress be-
lieved to have been founded in the 12th century. Even though the correct date of its existence is not 
known, it has been well preserved throughout its violent history and numerous wars, and today it is an 
integral part of the Varaždin City Museum. The Varaždin cemetery was created by the visionary soul of 
Herman Heller and is not just a resting place of the dead, but also a jewel of garden architecture and a 
monument of nature. The historical core of the city is what distinguishes Varaždin from other cities. The 
rich urban environment consists of numerous palaces and villas from the Baroque and Secession era, 
and has one of the oldest city halls. 
Castle Trakošćan, with its forest park that has a lake, is a unique example of a preserved architectural 
heritage. The permanent display is in its original function. The objects date from the 18th to the 16th 
century. The immediate surroundings of the castle are shaped like a landscaped park in which a lake, 
meadows, trees and bushes make a harmonious horticultural whole. 

TOUR PROGRAMME:
Meeting and departure is in front of the Panorama hotel at 8:00 AM. Following is a pleasant ride to 
Varaždin, and a tour of the Varaždin cemetery, which was protected in 1966 as a monument of garden 
architecture and cemeteries as a whole. Following will be a visit to the Old Town Varaždin- and a visit to 
the City Museum, where there will be a tour of the Cultural-Historical and Entomological structure (In-
sect World). After the museum there will be a walk around the old town core, and then at 1:00 PM there 
will be lunch at the restaurant “Verglec” where you will enjoy the scents and flavors of the indigenous 
Croatian cuisine for which it first got its license in Croatia. The pleasant ambience of the restaurant is 
garneted with the “verglaces” (street entertainers), who with their traditional musical instruments enter-
tain guests. After lunch a bus will leave towards Castle Trakošćan. Upon arrival, there will be professional 
museum guides that will take us on a tour around the castle. After sightseeing there will be free time to 
enjoy the scenery until 5:30 PM. 
Arrival at Zagreb is expected at 6:30 PM.

PRICE PER PERSON IS 50 €
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MEET ZAGREB TOUR Explore Zagreb during a half day tour with a little help from our volunteers. 
Take a walk through historical Upper Town’s narrow streets, explore Zagreb’s parks and gardens, enjoy some 
unique architecture, visit our most popular museums and, let’s face it, unavoidably take a Balkan style cof-
fee break on a café terrace in the street.

The tours will start at 10:00 in front of Hotel Panorama and last for 4 hours.

FREE OF CHARGE
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www.wsdc2018.hdd.hr


